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Dr. Guillermo J. Valenzuela is the founder of the Guillermo J. Valenzuela Foundation, which
recently awarded $225,000 in grants. (Photo by Michael Fisher, Guillermo J. Valenzuela
Foundation)
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The Guillermo J. Valenzuela Foundation recently announced that it has awarded $225,000 in
grants to nine community organizations to help provide relief during the coronavirus

pandemic.

Now in its fifth year, the foundation’s goal for 2020 was to be responsive to the needs of its
community partners related to the pandemic and calls for racial justice, according to a news

release. Because of that, it awarded this year’s grants several months earlier than in past years.

“In the midst of these challenging times, it is impressive to see how our grantees are
continuing to adapt by adjusting their services in real time to meet the evolving and expanding
needs of their clients, patients and students,” Dr. Guillermo J. Valenzuela, a longtime Inland

Empire physician who established the foundation in 2015, said in the news release.

“Each and every one of these groups has been nimble in responding to changing conditions to

ensure that they are continuing to deliver vital services to those in need.”

To help support community organizations quickly, the foundation made a $25,000 contribution
to the Inland Empire Funders Alliance Rapid Response Fund, managed by the Inland Empire
Community Foundation, to help support nonprofits providing services in San Bernardino and

Riverside counties in response to the pandemic.

The foundation also awarded general operating grants to Catholic Charities San Bernardino
and Riverside Counties, Desert Sanctuary Inc. in Barstow, El Sol Neighborhood Educational
Center in San Bernardino, Inland Behavioral and Health Services Inc., OneFuture Coachella
Valley, Reach Out, Southern California Public Radio and Time for Change Foundation in San
Bernardino.

“We are grateful to the Valenzuela Foundation for trusting our work and providing additional
support this year,” Vanessa Perez, director of Time for Change Foundation, said in the news
release.

“Some women who have become self-sufficient through our housing program from previous
years have lost their jobs due to COVID and have reached out seeking basic support to
maintain housing for their families. Receiving this grant early allows us to respond to our

clients’ needs in a timely manner,” Perez said.

The foundation has awarded more than $1 million in grants since its launch in 2015, according
to the news release.

The Guillermo J. Valenzuela Foundation is dedicated to improving the health of underserved
communities in San Bernardino and Riverside counties. It works to expand access to health

care and improve care through research, education, grants, programs and partnerships.

Its priorities include women’s health and increasing the number of medical providers in the
Inland Empire.

For information, go to valenzuelafoundation.org.



http://valenzuelafoundation.org/

Newsroom Guidelines
News Tips
Contact Us

Report an Error

E] The Trust Project

Tags: community

Staff

report

Join the Conversation

We invite you to use our commenting platform to engage in insightful
conversations about issues in our community. Although we do not pre-screen
comments, we reserve the right at all times to remove any information or
materials that are unlawful, threatening, abusive, libelous, defamatory, obscene,
vulgar, pornographic, profane, indecent or otherwise objectionable to us, and to
disclose any information necessary to satisfy the law, regulation, or government
request. We might permanently block any user who abuses these conditions.

If you see comments that you find offensive, please use the “Flag as
Inappropriate” feature by hovering over the right side of the post, and pulling
down on the arrow that appears. Or, contact our editors by emailing
moderator@scng.com.
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