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San Bernardino County 5th District Supervisor Joe Baca Jr., center, and members ofSan Bernardino County 5th District Supervisor Joe Baca Jr., center, and members of
the Homeless Outreach and Proactive Enforcement, H.O.P.E team, survey anthe Homeless Outreach and Proactive Enforcement, H.O.P.E team, survey an
encampment near the storm drain in Muscoy area of San Bernardino on Feb. 23, 2022,encampment near the storm drain in Muscoy area of San Bernardino on Feb. 23, 2022,
during the San Bernardino County’s annual point-in-time-Count, an annual tally of theduring the San Bernardino County’s annual point-in-time-Count, an annual tally of the
region’s homeless population. (File photo by Watchara Phomicinda, The Press-region’s homeless population. (File photo by Watchara Phomicinda, The Press-
Enterprise/SCNG)Enterprise/SCNG)

LOCAL NEWSLOCAL NEWS

San Bernardino CountySan Bernardino County
prioritizing outreach as anti-prioritizing outreach as anti-
camping rules go into effectcamping rules go into effect

https://www.sbsun.com/author/israel-carreon/
mailto:icarreon@scng.com
https://www.sbsun.com/local-news/


15.09.25, 17:00 San Bernardino County prioritizing outreach as anti-camping rules go into effect – San Bernardino Sun

https://www.sbsun.com/2025/09/14/san-bernardino-county-prioritizing-outreach-as-anti-camping-rules-go-into-effect/ 2/5

San Bernardino County says it will offer unsheltered people with access toSan Bernardino County says it will offer unsheltered people with access to

low-barrier shelters, short-term or permanent housing and residentiallow-barrier shelters, short-term or permanent housing and residential

treatment as it begins encampment clearings next month.treatment as it begins encampment clearings next month.

The new development follows San Bernardino County supervisors’ approvalThe new development follows San Bernardino County supervisors’ approval

of a new ordinance Tuesday, Sept. 9, which will impose fines on thoseof a new ordinance Tuesday, Sept. 9, which will impose fines on those

camping or obstructing public spaces. The county will start enforcing thecamping or obstructing public spaces. The county will start enforcing the

ordinance on Oct. 9. Supervisors passed the ordinance without discussionordinance on Oct. 9. Supervisors passed the ordinance without discussion

after it had made its after it had made its debut to supervisors weeks earlierdebut to supervisors weeks earlier..

The ordinance, in part, will impose fines for violations, starting at $100 forThe ordinance, in part, will impose fines for violations, starting at $100 for

the first offense, $200 for the second and up to $500 for subsequentthe first offense, $200 for the second and up to $500 for subsequent

violations. This regulation applies only to the unincorporated areas of theviolations. This regulation applies only to the unincorporated areas of the

county and county properties.county and county properties.

Homelessness has led to recent action at both the federal and state levels.Homelessness has led to recent action at both the federal and state levels.

Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court, in a Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court, in a 6-3 decision6-3 decision, ruled that cities can, ruled that cities can

enforce bans on homeless people sleeping outside in public places,enforce bans on homeless people sleeping outside in public places,

effectively paving the way for the enforcement of anti-camping ordinances.effectively paving the way for the enforcement of anti-camping ordinances.

In July, President Donald Trump signed an In July, President Donald Trump signed an executive orderexecutive order pressuring local pressuring local

and state governments to enforce prohibitions on public camping, squattingand state governments to enforce prohibitions on public camping, squatting

and loitering.and loitering.

Months earlier, California Gov. Gavin Newsom called homelessness “Months earlier, California Gov. Gavin Newsom called homelessness “thethe

crisis of our timecrisis of our time” as he announced the state would allocate $3.3 billion to” as he announced the state would allocate $3.3 billion to

local governments for housing and drug treatment programs for thelocal governments for housing and drug treatment programs for the

unhoused. Along with the funding, Newsom released a unhoused. Along with the funding, Newsom released a model ordinancemodel ordinance that that

instructs county and city policies to prohibit encampments on publicinstructs county and city policies to prohibit encampments on public

property for three consecutive days or nights.property for three consecutive days or nights.

However, the governor’s ordinance also reads in part that “no person shouldHowever, the governor’s ordinance also reads in part that “no person should

face criminal punishment for sleeping outside when they have nowhere elseface criminal punishment for sleeping outside when they have nowhere else

to go” and “encampment policies must prioritize shelter and services andto go” and “encampment policies must prioritize shelter and services and

ensure that people experiencing homelessness and their belongings areensure that people experiencing homelessness and their belongings are

treated with respect.”treated with respect.”

https://www.sbsun.com/2025/08/21/san-bernardino-county-supervisors-move-to-make-sidewalk-camping-a-crime/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/23-175_19m2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/07/ending-crime-and-disorder-on-americas-streets/
https://www.youtube.com/live/cgbhBJljqQ8
https://www.scribd.com/document/860735292/Newsom-model-anti-camping-ordinance
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Gavin Newsom urges local cities and counties to ban homeless encampments as heGavin Newsom urges local cities and counties to ban homeless encampments as he

announces the release of $3.3 billion in voter-approved funds to expand housingannounces the release of $3.3 billion in voter-approved funds to expand housing

and treatment for those without permanent shelter. (Photo by Sarah Reingewirtz,and treatment for those without permanent shelter. (Photo by Sarah Reingewirtz,

Los Angeles Daily News/SCNG)Los Angeles Daily News/SCNG)

The county has worked to address its homelessness issues, investing millionsThe county has worked to address its homelessness issues, investing millions

of dollars in recent years. The 2025 San Bernardino County Point in Timeof dollars in recent years. The 2025 San Bernardino County Point in Time

count, count, conducted in Januaryconducted in January, found 3,837 homeless people, with 1,201 of, found 3,837 homeless people, with 1,201 of

them sheltered. The them sheltered. The resultsresults show a  show a 14.2 percent decrease14.2 percent decrease in unsheltered in unsheltered

homelessness compared to previous years.homelessness compared to previous years.

The The county recently broke groundcounty recently broke ground on Phase II of the Pacific Village Platinum on Phase II of the Pacific Village Platinum

Campus project, a comprehensive care campus in Highland. The completedCampus project, a comprehensive care campus in Highland. The completed

Phase I included 28 interim housing units, and Phase II added 58 permanentPhase I included 28 interim housing units, and Phase II added 58 permanent

supportive housing units, 32 recuperative care beds, and a 16-bed facility tosupportive housing units, 32 recuperative care beds, and a 16-bed facility to

provide substance-use disorder (SUD) residential treatment for adults. Phaseprovide substance-use disorder (SUD) residential treatment for adults. Phase

III plans will add another 16-bed SUD residential treatment facility to serveIII plans will add another 16-bed SUD residential treatment facility to serve

adults. The total project cost is estimated at $75 million.adults. The total project cost is estimated at $75 million.

The county says it will not immediately impose fines on individualsThe county says it will not immediately impose fines on individuals

impacted by encampment clearings. According to a impacted by encampment clearings. According to a news release issued thenews release issued the

same day supervisors adopted the ordinance,same day supervisors adopted the ordinance, the county plans to prioritize the county plans to prioritize

connecting unhoused residents with health care, housing and supportiveconnecting unhoused residents with health care, housing and supportive

services prior to any encampment clearing.services prior to any encampment clearing.

https://www.sbsun.com/2025/01/22/homeless-population-count-underway-in-inland-empire/
https://sbchp.sbcounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/96/2025-SBC-Homeless-Point-in-Time-Count-Report.pdf
https://main.sbcounty.gov/2025/05/22/san-bernardino-countys-pitc-data-shows-decrease-in-homelessness/#:~:text=The%20results%20of%20San%20Bernardino,2%2C620%20unsheltered%20homeless%20individuals%20countywide.
https://www.sbsun.com/2025/06/18/san-bernardino-county-expands-housing-for-homeless-residents/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASANBE/bulletins/3f1def9
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“Once services are offered, if those services are declined, the ordinance will“Once services are offered, if those services are declined, the ordinance will

apply, and those individuals will receive verbal and written notices toapply, and those individuals will receive verbal and written notices to

relocate at least 30 days in advance,” said Ashley Jones, San Bernardinorelocate at least 30 days in advance,” said Ashley Jones, San Bernardino

County deputy public information officer. The county is currently assessingCounty deputy public information officer. The county is currently assessing

how to use any funds collected from fines.how to use any funds collected from fines.

The county’s The county’s Office of Homeless ServicesOffice of Homeless Services will act as the initial point of will act as the initial point of

contact with the unhoused population. “OHS will work in partnership withcontact with the unhoused population. “OHS will work in partnership with

other county departments and nonprofit providers to connect individualsother county departments and nonprofit providers to connect individuals

with housing, behavioral health services and other essential support beforewith housing, behavioral health services and other essential support before

any encampment clearing takes place,” Jones said.any encampment clearing takes place,” Jones said.

The county has also stated that it has established a housing and healthcareThe county has also stated that it has established a housing and healthcare

response plan to adopt a standard procedure for addressing homelessresponse plan to adopt a standard procedure for addressing homeless

encampments, reviewed by several agencies, such as the departments ofencampments, reviewed by several agencies, such as the departments of

Behavioral Health, Public Health, Aging and Adult Services, TransitionalBehavioral Health, Public Health, Aging and Adult Services, Transitional

Assistance, Community Development and Housing, Arrowhead RegionalAssistance, Community Development and Housing, Arrowhead Regional

Medical Center, Children and Family Services and the Sheriff’s HomelessMedical Center, Children and Family Services and the Sheriff’s Homeless

Outreach and Proactive Enforcement (H.O.P.E.) team. The county also saysOutreach and Proactive Enforcement (H.O.P.E.) team. The county also says

that it has partnered with community-based providers to assist thosethat it has partnered with community-based providers to assist those

without permanent shelter.without permanent shelter.

Jones said the county will use its Homeless Management InformationJones said the county will use its Homeless Management Information

System, a data collection system, to monitor support and resources providedSystem, a data collection system, to monitor support and resources provided

to individuals and identify locations that need more attention from outreachto individuals and identify locations that need more attention from outreach

teams.teams.

Vanessa Perez, executive director of Vanessa Perez, executive director of Time for Change FoundationTime for Change Foundation, a San, a San

Bernardino-based nonprofit, considers the new ordinance to beBernardino-based nonprofit, considers the new ordinance to be

counterproductive. The foundation offers emergency shelter, permanentcounterproductive. The foundation offers emergency shelter, permanent

supportive housing, and develops affordable housing with supportivesupportive housing, and develops affordable housing with supportive

services, primarily focusing on unhoused women and children. Membersservices, primarily focusing on unhoused women and children. Members

from the organization, along with other homelessness support advocates,from the organization, along with other homelessness support advocates,

voiced strong opposition to county’s ordinance during the Tuesday meeting.voiced strong opposition to county’s ordinance during the Tuesday meeting.

They contend that punitive measures are ineffective.They contend that punitive measures are ineffective.

“Criminalizing homeless individuals is not the answer. We see that“Criminalizing homeless individuals is not the answer. We see that

treatment, not punishment, has always been the solution,” Perez said.treatment, not punishment, has always been the solution,” Perez said.

The Time For Change Foundation specializes in evidence-based models thatThe Time For Change Foundation specializes in evidence-based models that

Perez said have been proven effective with the unhoused population. OnePerez said have been proven effective with the unhoused population. One

such model is strength-based case management, she said.such model is strength-based case management, she said.

https://main.sbcounty.gov/category/office-of-homeless-services/
https://www.timeforchangefoundation.org/
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“What that does is it taps into the strengths of the individuals that we serve,“What that does is it taps into the strengths of the individuals that we serve,

utilizing their strong points and strong areas and things that they’re good at,utilizing their strong points and strong areas and things that they’re good at,

and where they’re going to most likely succeed,” Perez said.and where they’re going to most likely succeed,” Perez said.

The Foundation uses this model when creating case and self-sufficiencyThe Foundation uses this model when creating case and self-sufficiency

plans. The nonprofit also practices trauma-informed care, and motivationalplans. The nonprofit also practices trauma-informed care, and motivational

interviewing techniques involve guiding the client to fully understand theirinterviewing techniques involve guiding the client to fully understand their

needs and goals, and highlighting a pathway to achieve those goals and meetneeds and goals, and highlighting a pathway to achieve those goals and meet

their needs from their perspective.their needs from their perspective.

Perez argued that governments tend to favor law enforcement, andPerez argued that governments tend to favor law enforcement, and

criminalizing individuals can trigger a chain reaction.criminalizing individuals can trigger a chain reaction.

“You’re already dealing with a population that is living in poverty, that has“You’re already dealing with a population that is living in poverty, that has

very little to no income, and so of course, they’re not going to be able to payvery little to no income, and so of course, they’re not going to be able to pay

these fees, which obviously warrants for arrest and incarceration,these fees, which obviously warrants for arrest and incarceration,

increasing criminal records, creating more barriers that are going to preventincreasing criminal records, creating more barriers that are going to prevent

them from having secure jobs and housing,” Perez said.them from having secure jobs and housing,” Perez said.

https://www.sbsun.com/sitemap/2025/
https://www.sbsun.com/sitemap/2025/09/
https://www.sbsun.com/sitemap/2025/09/14/

